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today’s war on terror, a long blue line of he-
roes has defended freedom in the skies 
above. To all who have climbed sunward and 
chased the shouting wind, America stops to 
say: Your service and sacrifice will be remem-
bered forever and honored in this place by 
the citizens of a free and grateful nation. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Secretary of Defense 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, who introduced him; Chief 
Master Sergeant of the Air Force Rodney J. 
McKinley; and H. Ross Perot, Jr., chairman of 
the board, and Maj. Gen. Edward F. Grillo, Jr., 
USAF (Ret.), president, Air Force Memorial 
Foundation. 

Remarks on the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution on 
North Korea 
October 14, 2006 

Today the United Nations Security Coun-
cil passed a unanimous resolution, sending 
a clear message to the leader of North Korea 
regarding his weapons programs. This action 
by the United Nations, which was swift and 
tough, says that we are united in our deter-
mination to see to it that the Korean Penin-
sula is nuclear-weapons free. 

I have said all along there is a better way 
forward for North Korea. There’s a better 
way forward for the people of North Korea. 
If the leader of North Korea were to 
verifiably end his weapons programs, the 
United States and other nations would be 
willing to help the nation recover economi-
cally. 

The message today, however, says to the 
leader of North Korea that the world is 
united in our opposition to his nuclear weap-
ons plans. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. on the 
South Grounds at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chairman Kim Jong Il of 
North Korea. He also referred to U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1718. 

Memorandum on the Provision of 
United States Drug Interdiction 
Assistance to the Government of 
Brazil 
October 16, 2006 

Presidential Determination No. 2007–03 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Defense 
Subject: Provision of U.S. Drug Interdiction 
Assistance to the Government of Brazil 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 1012 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 2291–4), I hereby cer-
tify, with respect to Brazil, that (1) interdic-
tion of aircraft reasonably suspected to be 
primarily engaged in illicit drug trafficking 
in that country’s airspace is necessary be-
cause of the extraordinary threat posed by 
illicit drug trafficking to the national security 
of that country; and (2) that country has ap-
propriate procedures in place to protect 
against innocent loss of life in the air and 
on the ground in connection with such inter-
diction, which shall at a minimum include 
effective means to identify and warn an air-
craft before the use of force is directed 
against the aircraft. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to publish this determination in the 
Federal Register and to notify the Congress 
of this determination. 

George W. Bush 

Remarks at the Iftaar Dinner 
October 16, 2006 

Please be seated. Good evening, and 
Ramadan Karim. Welcome to the White 
House. Laura and I are really glad you’re 
here. This is the sixth year that we have been 
pleased to host an Iftaar at the White House. 
We’re honored to be with you, and once 
again, we’re honored to pay tribute to the 
month of Ramadan. 

Islam is a religion that brings hope and 
comfort to more than a billion people around 
the world. It has transcended racial and eth-
nic divisions. It has given birth to a rich cul-
ture of learning and literature and science. 
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And tonight we honor the traditions of a 
great faith by hosting the Iftaar here at the 
White House. 

I’m so pleased our Secretary of State, 
Condi Rice, has joined us. Thank you, 
Madam Secretary. I’m pleased that Dr. Elias 
Zerhouni, who is the Director of the NIH, 
is with us. Good to see you, Elias. I thank 
Imam Eid from the Islamic Institute of Bos-
ton, who’s with us. I welcome all the ambas-
sadors and other members of the diplomatic 
corps. 

Ramadan is the holiest month in the Mus-
lim calendar. For Muslims in America and 
around the world, Ramadan is a special time 
of prayer and fasting, contemplation of God’s 
greatness, and charity and service to those 
in need. And for people of all faiths, it is 
a good time to reflect on the values we hold 
in common, including love of family, grati-
tude to God, the importance of community, 
and a commitment to tolerance and religious 
freedom. 

America is a land of many faiths, and we 
welcome and honor the Muslim faith in our 
Nation. Our society is enriched by our Mus-
lim citizens. Your commitment to your faith 
reminds us all of the precious gift of religious 
freedom in our country. America is a more 
hopeful nation because of the talents and 
generosity and compassion of our Muslim 
citizens. 

Tonight we have with us a group of special 
guests—American Muslims who are serving 
our country. We have with us New York City 
police officers and a EMT worker who risked 
their lives to save their fellow citizens on 
9/11, a military doctor, and a member of the 
Navy’s Chaplain Corps, members of our For-
eign Service, and military veterans who have 
served in Afghanistan and Iraq to protect our 
country and help those nations build free and 
democratic futures. 

One of our guests is Farooq Muhammad. 
Farooq is the son of Pakistani immigrants 
and was born and raised in Brooklyn. He 
spent the past decade with the New York 
City Fire Department, first as an emergency 
medical technician and now as a paramedic. 
Farooq was at the World Trade Center on 
9/11, treating victims when the towers col-
lapsed—he narrowly escaped death himself. 
He also recently volunteered in the moun-

tains of Kashmir, where he helped treat the 
victims of last year’s devastating South Asian 
earthquake. Farooq’s courage and compas-
sion represent the best of the American spir-
it. 

Paramedic Muhammad is a proud Muslim; 
he is a patriotic American. And those are 
characteristics he shares with the other spe-
cial American guests gathered in this room. 
All of you bring credit to your faith. You 
make America a better and stronger country, 
and we’re honored by your presence tonight. 

The United States also appreciates the 
many Muslim nations who stand with us in 
the war on terror—some of whom are rep-
resented here tonight. You know that the ma-
jority of the victims of the terrorists have 
been innocent Muslims, and many of you 
have seen terrorist violence in your own cities 
and your streets. We welcome you here. We 
are proud to work with you to defeat the ter-
rorists and extremists and help bring a bright-
er future to millions of Muslim people 
throughout the world who yearn for modera-
tion and peace. 

On this special evening, we celebrate the 
millions of Muslims that we are proud to call 
American citizens. We honor the many Is-
lamic nations that America is proud to call 
friends. And we renew the ties of friendship 
that should bind all who trace their faith back 
to God’s call on Abraham. 

Laura and I are grateful that you’re here. 
Once again, I wish you a blessed Ramadan. 
And now Imam Eid will say the blessing. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:52 p.m. in the 
State Dining Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Imam Talal Y. Eid, found-
er and director of religious affairs, Islamic Insti-
tute of Boston. 

Remarks on Signing the Military 
Commissions Act of 2006 

October 17, 2006 

Please be seated. Welcome to the White 
House on an historic day. It is a rare occasion 
when a President can sign a bill he knows 
will save American lives; I have that privilege 
this morning. 
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